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MAaTTHEw Xxv. 21. 


Well done, thou good and faithful 
Servant; Thou haſt been faithful 
over a few Things, I will make 
thee Ruler over many Things : 


enter thou into the Foy of thy 
Lord. 


bebe good and faithful Servant 
E in this Text, is meant one, 
7 © that has improved the Talents, 
Which were entruſted to him, 
to the Advancement of Reli- 
gion, and the Good of Mankind : By be- 
ing Ruler over many Things, and entring into 

the Joy of his Lord, is ſhadowed out the 
future Happineſs. of thoſe, who have diſ- 

charged their Duty faithfully. | 

I have made choice of theſe Words, 
with a Deſign to draw the Character of a 
very faithful Servant, the late worthy Mi- 
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niſter of this Pariſh, and Archdeacon of 
this County; after I have in the firſt place 
briefly deſcribed the Joys of Heaven, and 
the Nature of that Happineſs which our 
Saviour has, by his Revelation, diſplayed ; 
and, by his Merits, enſured to us. 

Some Philoſophers and Divines of the 
firſt Diſtinction have imagined the Soul to 
have ſeveral Faculties, which, though ſhe 
cannot now diſplay them, while her Ope- 
rations are clogged and encumber'd by 
Matter, will ſhoot out and exert them- 
ſelves, as ſoon as ſhe is divorced from this 
groſs corruptible Body. 

But, however this be; whether ſome 
Faculties are originally veſted in the Mind, 
which are to be hereafter new Inlets of 
Pleaſure; or whether God will ſuperadd new 
Capacities to it; it is undoubtedly certain, 
that our Bliſs will be as great, as our en- 
larged Soul, the Subject of it, can then re- 
ceive, and greater than our narrow Under- 
ſtanding can at preſent comprehend. 

The chief Ingredients of our future Hap- 
pineſs we may, however, proceed to mark 
out, Vis. YL 


I. The Perfections of Soul and Body. 
II. The bleſſed Society and the Place. 


III. The Enjoyment of the Godhead. 
| | As 
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As to the firſt, 


If in this World, when the Soul muſt 
have a groſſer Way of thinking, as immerſed 
in the Dregs of Matter, a well-regulated 
Mind, and an enlarged Underſtanding, are 
yet conſiderable Springs of Pleaſure ; with 
what exquiſite Joy will they affect us, when 
we ſhall throw off this dull Mortality, when 
our Bodies ſhall be faſhioned in the glo- 
rious Likeneſs of our Redeemer's, and our 
Souls tranformed into the Image of our 
Creator? Now oe ſee through a Glaſs darkly; 
but then (in a future State) Face to Face. 
Now I know in part, ſays St. Paul, but then 
T ſhall know, even as I am known. 

It Knowledge appears ſo very beautiful, 
when we find it ſo difficult of Acceſs, 
and when we only ſee ſome broken Sketches 
and imperfect Outlines of Truth; how 
much ſuperior Luſtre muſt it needs diſ- 
play, when it ſhines forth in its largeſt 
Dimenſions and in its full Proportion ? 
Shall we, who hardly gueſs aright, at Things 
before us, who, if there were not another 


Life, might juſtly complain wich the Phi- 


1 loſopher, that Nature has given indeed a 


very large Scope to our Curioſity, but ſet 
very narrow Bounds to our Knowledge; 
ſhall we, I ſay, in God's Light, fee Light, 
nay, even ſee God as he is, or have direct 
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and immediate Ideas of him, as he is in 
his own Nature; whereas we now derive 
all our knowledge from the Sources of Sen- 
ſation and Reflection ? 

Here the Body 1s not able to keep pace 
with the Soul in its Inquiries; it clogs the 
native Energy of our Thoughts: But, when 
our glorified Souls ſhall act in glorified Bo- 
dies, they will be ever on the Wing, with- 
out ever flagging, or exhauſting their Vi- 
goury 


We may farther ſappoſe, when the Soul 


ſhall have ſurvived Millions of Years amidſt 


theſe pure and unſullied Joys, with what 
unſpeakable Pleaſure the Memory ſhall 
look backward over that wide Field of 


Bliſs, which we have already paſt ; and 


the Imagination with much greater Tranſ- 
port, may look forward to that Endleſs 
Ocean of Delights yet to come; ſtill preſs 
onward, and ſtill find nothing to terminate 
its Views. In vain our Mind widens to 


take in the vaſt Idea of an everlaſting Hap- 


pineſs: In vain it adds Thouſands to Thou- 
ſands, and Millions to Millions: Our 
Thoughts are loſt in Eternity. 

Were it not that this Life is the Founda- 
tion of our future Happineſs, who knows but 
that in the unbounded Extent of Eternity, 
at ſome far diſtant Period of Duration, our 
Thoughts being engroſſed by an infinite 

Variety 
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Variety of nobler Objects, except our Me- 
mory be very tenacious, we may forget, or 
at leaſt not think it worth our attending to, 
that ever there was ſuch an Iſland as this, 
in which we live; ſuch an Earth, as con- 
tained this Ifland ; or ſuch a Sun as enlight- 
en'd this Earth? The Idea, how great ſo- 
ever, may, in ſuch an undetermined Pro- 
ceſs of Duration, be neglected, and give 
Place to nobler Gueſts, which will ſupply 
its Room. When that which is perfect 
ſhall come, and that which is imperfect, be 
done away ; the Eye of the Underſtanding 
may then command a moſt ſpacious Pro- 
ſpect, may trace the Oeconomy of God's 
Providence from the firſt Birth of Time to 
its laſt Period, and ſurvey the whole 
Theatre of Nature ; and then, from this 
Light of the Underſtanding, what Heat of 
Devotion will ariſe ! And how apt ſhall we 
de to cry out, as to the Workmanſhip of 
the Creation, Great and marvellous are thy 
Works, Lord God Almighty ! And, as to 
the Conduct of his Providence, uſt and 
true are thy Ways, thou King of Saints! 
ever adoring that Being, who is too great 
to be worthily praiſed, too good not to ac- 
cept of our unworthy Praiſes. 

And as our Happineſs will con6R b in the 
Perfections of Soul and Body; ſo will it, 


B . 


Fil . 7 A * 4 * | my 


| II. In the bleſſed Society and Place. 

| A Heathen who, in other Places, ex- 
[| preſſes himſelf very diffidently about a fu- 
4 ture State, yet breaks out into this trium- 
phant Exclamation: OO glorious Day, 
be fays he, when ſhall I depart from this 
© Crowd of Men on Earth, this Sink of 
© Pollution; and be admitted into the 
& Aſſembly of divine Spirits!” Our Author 
means thoſe exalted Perſons, who had done 
an Honour to human Nature, and, by their 
virtuous and noble Actions, left behind 
them a bright and laſting Track of Glory, 
This is undoubtedly an enlarged Reach of 
Thought. But how much more does that 
Religion draw back the Veil, and diſplay 
to our View a brighter Scene, which tells 
us, that we ſhall hereafter reſide with the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect, with an in- 
numerable Company of Angels, with TFeſus, 
the Mediator of a better Covenant, and with 
Gad, the Fudge of All? Father, faith our 
Saviour, I will that thoſe, that thou haſt 
given me, may be with me, that they may 
behold my Glory. 
When once the Soul is thus upon the 
Wing, when once it ſoars upwards, how 

| do the Glories of the World leflen to our 
bi View! Who, when he thinks of theſe g 
| Things, does not deſpiſe the little Great- ; 
1 neſs | 
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neſs here below, and pity the little Men, 
who can be ſo low-thoughted, as to be reſt- 
leſs in the Purſuit, or elate with the Poſſeſ- 
fion of worldly Honour ? What would 
this ſolemn Pageantry of Grandeur be to 
him, who could have a dire& and imme- 
= diate Converſe, in Heaven, with that infi- 
2 nite Being, who is his Father, and thoſe 
ennobled Spirits, who are to be his Bre- 

thren and Aſſociates for ever and ever? 
Thoſe who want to be reſoly'd whether we 
ſhall know one another in a future State, 
may conſider, that God's Juſtice in puniſh- 
ing or rewarding, will appear the more by 
our Knowledge of the Perſons who are re- 
warded or puniſhed ; ſince Crimes admit 
of ſeveral Alleviations or Aggravations from 
perſonal Circumſtances ; inſomuch that it 
is a known Saying, that when two Perſons 
do the ſame Thing, yet it ſhall not be the 
fame, by reaſon of the different Circum- 
ſtances of the Offenders. They may re- 
flect that the rich Man and Abraham know 
one another in the Parable, that the Apo- 
ſtles knew Moſes and Elias on the Mount. 
But however that be, to live amidſt this 
auguſt Aſſembly of Spirits in an uninter- 
rupted Circulation of mutual Endearments, 
2 while the Light of our Joy grows greater 
by mingling with another's Flame, and the 
Beams are redoubled by Reflection; to join 
B 2 with 
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with this awful Congregation of Men and 
Angels in one great Chorus to our Maker; 


to receive from the Throne of Glory conti- 


nual Emanations of Joy, and to ſend up to 
it continual Incenſe of Praiſe ; this is what 
the Goſpel promiſes ; and this is the Height 
of BliG ; if we include the 


IIId Thing, in which our Happineſs 


will conſiſt, vi. the Enjoyment of the 
Godhead, 


And this I take for granted, will com- 
pleat our Felicity. It is plain, that our 
Deſires are infinite. For, if they are fixed 
on any finite Object, how great ſoever, they 
may ſtill graſp at a greater. And, if our 
Deſires are infinite, nothing can fully and 
adequately ſatisfy them, but an infinite 
Good, and an inexhauſtible Source of 
Delight. | 

Suppoſe a Man in ſome Retirement, all 
ſecular Baſineſs diſcontinued, all Solicita- 
tion of outward Objects ſhut out; while 


Reaſon ſeated, as it were, on the 'Throne 


commands a Silence to the Paſſions : In this 
State of ſolemn Thoughtfulneſs and un- 
diſturbed Contemplation, when the Soul 


would be the ableſt to form a true Eſti- 


mate of her Condition, would he find him- 


elf ſufficient for his own Happineſs? No; 
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> Happineſs, conſiſts in a collected Way of 


in a State of ſolemn Thoughtfulneſs, in the 
Multitude of Thoughts, which we have 
within us, the divine Comforts can alone 


refreſh the Soul. A Perſon, who, not con- 


tent with ſuperficial Notions, ſees with a 
piercing Eye Things naked and undiſguiſed, 


as they are in themſelves, according to their 


Z intrinfick Worth, and not as they are ſet off 


by the Heightenings and Colourings of the 
Imagination; thinks too deeply to be plea- 


ſed with many Things, too deeply not to 


ſee the Littleneſs of almoſt every Thing but 
God, and what procures his Favour. Take 
away Religion, or the Relation between 
God and Man; and you leave nothing 


it is, that Irreligion can be built upon no- 
thing, but the Ruins of every thing, that is 
great, noble, and valuable in human Nature. 

On the other hand, it is a vulgar Error 
to imagine, that Men of gay, volatile, and 
unbalanced Minds, are the moſt happy. 
No; their Happineſs mult be very unſtea- 
dy, becauſe the Soul, which is the Subject 
of it, is ſo unſteady and light. They are car- 
ried up to the Heaven, and down again to the 
Deep. They have ſudden Starts of Joy, 
2 which are ſucceeded by as ſudden a Flagging 
of the Spirits. True, conſiſtent, unruffled 


| thinking, in an even and compoſed Turn 
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great, in which Man is intereſted. So true 


of 
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the beſt of our Affections, upon God, the | 


Pleaſure which flow at his Right Hand for 
 evermore, and from thence deſcend upon his 


of Mind; in a regular Scheme of Action, 
and in employing our Love and Gratitude, 


beſt of Beings: To which muſt be added 
a Freedom from Diſaſters, Pain and Mi- 
ſery, from which the Deity can alone e. q 
cure us; together with thoſe Rivers r 


Creatures. 43 
He that is the Source of our Being muſt 7 
be the Source of our Well-being, of our 
eternal Well-being. It is the Property of 
the Deity alone to be bleſſed in himſelf for 
evermore; and it is his likewiſe to be able 
to make his Creatures bleſſed by and from 
himſelf. God being the ſole Fountain-head 
of Happineſs, the Streams of it muſt be ei- 
ther derived from him, or we muſt live in 
a barren or dry Land, where no Water is. : 
Unenlightened Reaſon could never have 
proved that a Being, of whoſe Greatneſs Þ 
there is no End, would condeſcend to make 
an inferior Creature happy, by filling up 
each craving Void with ſubſtantial and un- 
allay'd Satisfactions, by making himſelf 
his Portion for ever, and beſtowing upon 
him an exceeding and eternal Weight of 
Glory. But Revelation ſteps in to our Aid, 
and perſuades us, that he who gave his Son | 
for our Ranſom, and his Holy Spirit for our 
Guide, 


2 
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Guide, will with them give us all things, 
or rather himſelf, who is all in all, for our 
conſummate Reward. As theſe Scripture 
Expreſſions, 70 ſee long Life, and to ſee good 
Days, mean to enjoy long Life and good 
Days; ſo when it is ſaid, without Holineſs 
no Man ſhall ſee the Lord; to ſee him figni- 


fies to enjoy him, or to receive from him 
directly and immediately thoſe Communi- 


oa ad... ²˙ A dt Lon a 


8 cations of his Favour, and that Fulneſs of 
I Joy, which will make the Soul cry out, 
t This God ſhall be our God for ever and ever. 
r i If the Will and Underſtanding be the 
f x nobleſt Faculties of the Soul; if it be the 
r greateſt Happineſs to have the nobleſt Fa- 
© | culties exerciſed upon the nobleſt Objects; 
n then how great muſt our Happinels be, 
d i when the Will is exerciſed in loving him 
— who is the ſovereign Good, and the Un- 
n derſtanding in contemplating him who is 
' the ſovereign Truth ? 
e To conclude this Head, we ſhall be hap- 
s E the Perfections of Soul and Body, 
e appy in the bleſſed Society and Place; 
p and laſtly, inconceivably happy in the Com 
i | munication of the divine Favour, and the 
If | Light of his Countenance. Our Under- 
n © ſtandings will be enlightened with the 
of brighteſt Truths, our Wills regulated with 
3. unſpotted Holineſs, and our Aﬀections ſa 
mn tified with the greateſt Good, 
Ir | Having 
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Having thus deſcribed the Happineſs of 


thoſe in a future State, who have made a 
right Uſe of their Talents; I proceed to my 
IId general Head, v/z. to draw his Chara- 
cter who certainly did fo. 

I ſhall begin with his Character as a 
Writer. No Body was more capable of 
ſhining as an original Writer, and ſtriking 
out new and unbeaten Tracks of Thought. 
For he had Mr. Locke's Clearneſs of Rea- 
ſoning, as well as the extenſive Reading of 
Biſhop Sz://:ng fleet. He had puſh'd his En- 
quiries ſo far into Matters of a very high 
and elevated Nature, that where his Views 
ſtopt ſhort, there was not merely the Boun- 
dary of e Underſtanding ; it was the Boun- 
dary of human Underſtanding ; the Point, 
where Knowledge ceaſes, and Ignorance 
commences. An elaborate Attempt had 
been made to demonſtrate the Exiſtence of 
God 2 priori, and that He is the Sub/tra- 
tum of Space. And when the ſtrong Man 
well arm'd with Learning and Abilities, 
kept his new ereed metaphyſical Building, 
his intellectual Goods were at peace juſt fo 
long till a ſtronger than he aroſe, and 
ſtripped him of the Armour in which he 
truſted, * 


He 


The Subſtance of what he wrote upon that Subject in 
ſome Letters to a Gentleman, has been communicated to 
che Public by the ingenious Mr. Law of Chrift's College in 

| | Cambriage, 
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Ne had thoroughly ſtudied the Doctrine 
of the Trinity long before he enter'd into 
the Controverſy ; he ſat down to the Sub- 
ject without any pre-conceived darling Hy- 
potheſis of his own advanc'd in Print about 
the Nature and Attributes of God, which 
might tempt him to adjuſt the Scripture- 
Doctrine of the Trinity, as well as he could 
to it, by far-fetch'd Criticiſms and elaborate 
Comments; he view'd it, without any Biaſs, 
in the ſeveral Lights of Scripture, Reaſon, 
and Antiquity; he read, he weigh'd in the 
Balance, whatever had been faid againſt it 
as well as for it; he converſed upon that 
Subject with the ableſt Advocate that Ari- 
aniſm ever boaſted, and correſponded with 
another very conſiderable Writer on that 
ſide of the Queſtion ; his Determination 
was not owing to any ſudden Heat of Fan- 
Cy, it was the mature Reſult of a thorough, 
honeſt and unwearied Examination ; du- 
ring which, thro' too cloſe an Application, 
he greatly impair'd his Health, and laid the 
Foundation of that ill Habit of Body, which 
at laſt occaſion'd his Death. How he was, 
in a manner forced, into the Controverſy, 
by a Perſon's committing his Queries to the 
Preſs without his Conſent, or even Know- 


Cambridge, partly in his excellent Notes on Archbiſhop 
King's Origin of Evil, and partly in his Enquiry into the 
Ideas of Space, &c. To which is added a Diſſertation on 
the Argument 3 priori, by a learned Hand, viz. Dr. Was 


terland. 
C ledge ; 
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Having thus deſcribed the Happineſs of 


thoſe in a future State, who have made a 
right Uſe of their Talents; I proceed to my 
IId general Head, v/z. to draw his Chara- 
cter who certainly did ſo. 

I ſhall 'begin with his Character as a 
Writer. No Body was more capable of 
ſhining as an original Writer, and ſtrikin 
out new and unbeaten Tracks of Thought. 
For he had Mr. Locke's Clearneſs of Rea- 
ſoning, as well as the extenſive Reading of 
Eiſhop Stilling fleet, He had puſh'd his En- 

uiries ſo far into Matters of a very high 
and elevated Nature, that where his Views 
ſtopt ſhort, there was not merely the Boun- 
dary of e Underſtanding ; it was the Boun- 
dary of human Underſtanding ; the Point, 
where Knowledge ceaſes, and Ignorance 
commences. An elaborate Attempt had 
been made to demonſtrate the Exiſtence of 
God 2 priori, and that He is the Sub/tra- 
zum of Space. And when the ſtrong Man 
well arm'd with Learning and Abilities, 
kept his new erected metaphyſical Building, 
his intellectual Goods were at peace juſt fo 
long till a ſtronger than he aroſe, and 


ſtripped him of the Armour in which he 
truſted, * 


He 


The Subſtance of what he wrote upon that Subject in 
ſome Letters to a Gentleman, has been communicated to 
che Public by the ingenious Mr. La of Chri/?'s College in 

Cambridge, 
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He had thoroughly ſtudied the Doctrine 
of the Trinity long before he enter'd into 
the Controverſy ; he ſat down to the Sub- 
ject without any pre-conceived darling Hy- 
potheſis of his own advanc'd in Print about 
the Nature and Attributes of God, which 
might tempt him to adjuſt the Scripture- 
Doctrine of the Trinity, as well as he could 
to it, by far- fetch d Criticiſms and elaborate 
Comments; he view'd it, without any Biaſs, 
in the ſeveral Lights of Scripture, Reaſon, 


and Antiquity; he read, he weigh'd in the 


Balance, whatever had been ſaid againſt it 
as well as for it; he converſed upon that 
Subject with the ableſt Advocate that Ar:- 
aniſm ever boaſted, and correſponded with 
another very conſiderable Writer on that 
ſide of the Queſtion ; his Determination 
was not owing to any ſudden Heat of Fan- 
Cy, it was the mature Reſult of a thorough, 
honeſt and unwearied Examination ; du- 
ring which, thro' too cloſe an Application, 
he greatly impair'd his Health, and laid the 
Foundation of that ill Habit of Body, which 
at laſt occaſion'd his Death. How he was, 
in a manner forced, into the Controverſy, 
by a Perſon's committing his Queries to the 
Preſs without his Conſent, or even Know- 


Cambridge, partly in his excellent Notes on Archbiſhop 
King's Origin of Evil, and partly in his Enquiry into the 
Ideas of Space, &c. To which is added a Diſſertation on 
the Argument i priori, by a learned Hand, viz. Dr. Was 


C ledge; 


terland. 
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ledge ; he has given the World an Account 
in the Preface to the firſt of thoſe excellent 
Tracts, as the late Earl of Nottingham juſtly 
| ſtiles them, which he wrote on that Subject. 
| Whereas his Adverſaries had laid the main 
Streſs of their Cauſe upon philoſophical 
Subtleties and Objections ; particularly, that 
there was no Medium for the Catholics be- 
tween Sabellianiſm and Tritheiſm ; he diſ- 
armed them of their metaphyſical Artillery, 
turned it upon them, and made them ſeem 
willing to put the Iſſue of their Cauſe ſolely 
upon the Foot of Scripture. And let me 
obſerve, with what an ill Grace mere Smat- ' 
terers in Knowledge charge the Doctrine of q 

the Trinity with Abſurdities from the ab- 
ſtract Nature and Reaſon of the Thing; 
when three Perſons of diſtinguiſhed Abili- 

ties (for with three he was at once engaged) 
were unable, tho' they did not want an 
hearty Inclination, to make good a Charge 

of that Nature. | 
Arguments, under his happy Direction 

and Management, were Arrows (of which 

his Quiver was full ) in the Hands of a 

. mughty Man. They carried greater Force 
with them, and made deeper Impreſſions, A 
than when they came from a Perſon of the 1 
common 1 


See his Anſwer to Mr. VPiſton, p. 19. where he calls 2 

upon him, or any Man elſe, to give a juſt Anſwer to the 4 

| excellent Tracts writ by Dr. Water/and in Vindication of 
| Chriſt's Divinity. | 
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common Size: And therefore he was not 
aſhamed when he jþake with his ableſt Adver- 
ſary in ſet Conferences . His Head was 
an immenſe Library, where the Treaſures 
of Learning were ranged in ſuch exact Or- 
der, that, whatever himſelf or his Friends 
wanted, he could have immediate Recourſe 
to, without any Embaraſment. A prodi- 
gious Expence of Reading, without a Con- 
fuſion of Ideas, is almoſt the peculiar Cha- 
racteriſtic of his Writings. His Works, par- 
Þ ticularly Thoſe upon our Saviour's Divinity, 
; and the Importance of the Doctrine, and the 
3 Euchariſt, into which he has digeſted the 
Learning of all preceding Ages, will, we may 
venture to ſay, be tranſmitted to, and ſtand 
the Examination of, all ſucceeding ones. He 
has ſo thoroughly exhauſted every Subject 
that he wrote a ſet Treatiſe upon; that it is 
impoſſible to hit upon any thing which is not 
in bis Writings, or to expreſs that more juſt- 
ly and clearly, which is there, 
Yet, whatever Expence of Time and 
Thought he might be at in laying in Mate- 
rials, it did not coſt him much Pains to 
3 commit them to Writing. The largeſt Vo- 
8 lume , which he has publiſhed, wrote 
| C 2 with 
Some Conferences were propoſed and held between 
him and his learned Antagonilt before a very great and il- 
luſtrious Perſon; but thoſe Conferences were dropt aſter 


the Dr. dechred his full Conviction of the Truth and Im- 


portance of the Doctrine of the Trinity, and his Reſolu- 
tion to maintain it. ä 


The ſecond Defence of his Queries. 
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with great Accuracy, he, in two Months, 
finiſhed, and ſent to the Preſs. But a Ge- 
nius is to writing well, as what good Na- 
ture is to acting generouſly. It is an Apti- 
tude to ſay, as the other is to do, thoſe 
great Things with Eaſe, Readineſs and 
Freedom, which thoſe, who want that Ad- 
vantage, can ſcarce perform with much 
awkard Pains and Induſtry. Some Writers, 
who have made no inconſiderable Figure in 
the learned World, have been greatly in- 
debted for it to the valuable Notices and 
Obſervations, with which he furniſhed them. 
But he was fo diſintereſted, that, provided 
the World was inſtructed, he was very in- 
different, who had the Honour of doing it. 


He had ſo ample a Fund of Knowledge, 


that he could impart it liberally, without 
any Danger of impoveriſhing himſelf. 
Meaner Preficients in en muſt huſ 
band their ſlender Stock more warily. 

Nor was Controverſy his only Talent. 
His Sermons, adapted to the Level of com- 
mon Capacities, yet inſtructive to the high- 
eſt, were compoſed with that Plainneſs and 
Simplicity, that Perſons of a ſlender Share 
of Senſe might be vain enough to think 
themſelves capable of writing as well : But 
Men of Judgment know, that nothing is 
more difficult to write, than ſuch eaſy Wri- 
ting, as his was. Free from that obſcure 
Diligence, which ſometimes embaraſſes the 


Writings 
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Writings of great Scholars, he ſtates each 
Point of Duty judiciouſly and accurately, 
explains it happily, and always goes to the 
Bottom of his Subject. 

This Character may be given of his Wri- 
tings in general, that, whatever Beauties of 
Style ſome few of his lateſt Compoſitions 
may want; they have all of them, that to 
recommend them, which is mote valuable 
than all Languages beſides, the Language of 
the Heart. In his learned Writings he aſſerted 
nothing, but what he firmly believed; and in 
his plain familiar Diſcourſes taught nothing 
but what he practiſed. He ſpoke and wrote 
with that undiſſembled Freedom and Open- 
neſs, which ever accompanies an undeſign- 
ing Honeſty, and a thorough Conviction of 
the Truth. For it is the Property of Truth 
and Innocence to ſtand forth to view, with- 
out any ſtudied Diſguiſes, naked, but not a- 
ſhamed. Whereas Falſhood is generally at- 
tended by Cowardice, the Companion of 
Guilt ; it is afraid to ſpeak out, and poorly 
ſkulks behind a thouſand little Artifices. 

But this brings me, 2dly, to give ſome 
Account of his Life and Converſation. 

His Head and Heart were conſtantly at 
work upon Points worthy of him. And yet, 
if any Company came in, he would be im- 
mediately free and diſengaged, forget the 
hard Student in the eaſy Companion, liſten 
to any innocent Converſation, without any 
ſeeming 
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ſeeming Abſence of Thought, and join in it 
with Life and Vivacity. 1 mention it, as an 
amazing Inſtance of the Liberty and Ex- 
tent of his Mind; that a Perſon generally 
intent (too intent with regard to his Health) 
upon great Things, could at once, with a 
quick and ſudden Tranſition of Thought, 


enter into the minute Affairs and ordinary 


Occurrences of Life. The Capacities of 
little Minds are ſoon filled up, and any one 
Point, tho' of no great Importance, fo en- 
orofles the whole Man, as not to leave room 
for the Admittance of any thing elſe. But 
great and enlarged Souls can take in Variety 
of Subjects, and have a greater Command 
over their Ideas, ſaying to one, Go, and it 


goeth ; and bidding another, Come, and it 


cometh. 

Tho' he would bear a Part in any inno- 
cent Diſcourſe, he had an Averſion to the 
reigning Vices of Converſation: He was 
very tender of Mens Characters: He guided 
his Words, as well as regulated his Actions, 
with Diſcretion; and at the ſame Time, 
that his Sagacity enabled him to diſcover, 
his Charity prompted him to cover and 
conceal, @ multitude of Faults. 

The Converſation in which he chiefly 
delighted, was with learned Men, who 
came to conſult him. In which, inſtead of 
fetching a wide Compaſs round about the 
Meaning, he entred at once into the Heart 


of 
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of a Queſtion, with that Quickneſs of Ap- 
prehenſion and Perſpicuity of Expreſſion, 


which were confeſſed Parts of his Chara- 


er ; He ſaw, at one Glance, where the 
main Streſs of it lay, omitted no material 
Difficulties, and dwelt upon none but what 
were ſuch ; would not divert into By-points, 

but pared off all Excreſcences, and never 
loſt Sight of the main Point, till he diſmiſſed 
you thoroughly ſatisfied about the Queſtion, 
and what was indeed unqueſtionable, his own 


great Abilites: He ſtruck Light into per- 


plexed and uncommon Subjects; and placed 


Even common ones in a clearer and more 


advantageous Point of View. 

He had an excellent Turn for Buſineſs. 
For his Clearneſs of Reaſoning was not con- 
fined to learned Subjects ; it extended al- 
molt to all. He would talk and write up- 
on Things quite foreign to the common 


Track of his Studies, with ſuch Penetration, 


that one would imagine the main Bent of 
them had been applied that way. Some of 
his Acquaintance are living Witneſſes of 
this, who have conſulted him, and received 
Satisfaction from him upon very intricate 


Affairs, which had no Connexion with, or 


Relation to, Divinity. 

Yet his great Abilities were ſo endeared 
by his Humanity, Affability, and Conde- 
ſcenſion, that none, I believe, ever wiſh'd 
them leſs, but thoſe who were embark'd in 


a way 
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a way of thinking eſſentially oppoſite to his. 
His Knowledge entirely filled, and there- 
fore did not ſwell or puff up his Mind; the 
Brightneſs of ſome People is like that of 
Lightning, an inſufferable Brightneſs; his 
ſhone upon you with healing in its Wings, 
a gentle, ſerene, and unoftending Luſtre. 
For though at a diſtance you might admire 
and reverence the great Man, yet upon a 
more intimate Acquaintance you could not 
help loving, what you plainly ſaw, the good 
Man, the Man of cool Wiſdom and ſteddy 
Piety, fixed in his Principles, but candid in 
his Spirit. It is the Intereſt of mere Pre-. 
tenders to Knowledge and Greatneſs to af- 
fect a myſterious Gravity, and to keep their 
Inferiors at a diſtance; the Idol is not to be 
ſeen unveil'd, or in a full and open Light 
by its Votaries, leſt they ſhould diſcover its 
Deformity. Dr. Waterland was always eaſy 
of Acceſs, his Carriage free and familiar ; 
his Heart, and his Countenance, the Index 
of his Heart, open to you, without a ſhy 
and reſerved manner, without Statelineſs 
and Solemnity ; cautious, but not artful ; 
honeſt, but not unguarded; glad to com- 
municate, tho' not ambitious to diſplay his 
great Knowledge. . 

He was ſubſtantially good, without ſtu- 
dying Appearances ; for thoſe who are rich 
in good Works are not oſtentatious of their 
Riches; whereas there is an ambitious Po- 


verty 
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verty in Men of very low degrees of Good- 
neſs, juſt as there is in Men in low Circum- 
ſtances, which prompts them to make a 
fair Shew, when there is no Subſtance to 
ſupport it. 

He hated all Party as ſuch, and would 
never have gone the Lengths of any. He 
never made a Sacrifice of true Greatneſs , 
thro' an eager Purſuit of what the World 
calls ſuch. The Preferments which he had, 
were beſtow'd upon him without any Ap- 
plication from hirhſelf directly or indirect- 
ly ; they were not the Reſult of his Solli- 
- Citations, much leſs of baſe and unworthy 
Compliances ; they were the voluntary Tri- 
bute of great and good Men, for his Servi- 
ces to Chriſtianity in general, and the 
Church of England in particular; nor muſt 
it be forgotten that he might have been ad- 
vanced much higher, by the Recommen- 
dation and Intereſt of that very excellent 
Prelate, who in the Opinion of every true 
Friend to the Church, deſervedly fills the 
higheſt Station in it. 

He weigh'd a thing long, and conſider'd 
it on every ſide before he formed a Reſo- 
lution; but when he had once formed it, 
he was ever afterwards determined and un- 
moveable. He ſaw things truly, becauſe he 
ſaw them coolly and diſpaſſionately; where- 
as we ſee nothing, thro' the Miſts of Paſ- 
fion, in its genuine Proportions, He was 

| W--: not 
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not one of thoſe narrow-ſpirited Men who 
confine all Merit within their own Pale; 
he thought candidly, and ſpoke advantage- 
oufly of many who thought very differently 
from him. When any virulent Pamphlet 
was wrote (as ſcarce any Perſon had more 
wrote) againſt him, it did not diſconcert or 
ruffle his Temper ; he did not deteſt the 
Author as a malicious Enemy, he pitied 
him as an unhappy Man; he had nothing 
violent in his Nature, he abhorred all 
Thoughts of Perſecution ; cool and pruden- 
tial Meaſures entirely ſuited his Frame of 
Mind ; thoſe who entertain a different Opi- 
nion of him were Strangers to him; Con- 
troverſy had not at all embitter'd or ſet an 
Edge upon his Spirits. The meek and can- 
did Chriſtian was not loſt in the Diſputer 
of this World. I never faw him in a diffe- 
rent Humour, no, not even in his laſt Ill- 
neſs; the ſame unaffected Chearfulneſs, the 
ſame Evenneſs and Sedateneſs, which was 
his diſtinguiſhing Character, appear'd from 
the firſt Commencement of our Acquaint- 
ance to the laſt, Whatever painful Opera- 
tions were thought neceſſary, he ſubmitted 
to them without Reluctance, and under- 
went them with Patience and Reſignation. 
He was very amiable in a domeſtic Light; 
tho he felt great Uneaſineſs, he gave none, 
but what aroſe from a Fellow-feeling of his 
Sufferings ; even then humane and benevo- 
5 lent 
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lent to all about him, but eſpecially to her 
with whom he had liv'd in an uninterrupt- 
ed Harmony tor Twenty-one Years, bring- 
ing forth valuable Things out of the good 
Treaſures of his Head and Heart ; commu- 
nicative of any thing that was good, he 
would have engroſſed nothing to himſelf — 
but his Sufferings, - which yet he could not 
engroſs; for every good-natur'd Perſon that 
ſaw him, could not but ſuffer with a Man, 
by and from whom they were to ſuffer no- 
thing. The ſame found Principles, from 
which he never ſwerved, and of which he 
never expreſſed the leaſt Diffidence, which 
he had unanſwerably defended in his Health, 
ſupported and invigorated his Spirits during 
his Sickneſs; and he dy'd a little before his 
Entrance on his Fifty-cighth Year, with 
the fame Compoſure with which he liv'd; 
and is now gone to offer up to God a whole 
Life laid out, or rather worn out in his Ser- 4 
vice. For he was like a Light in the Sanctu- 9 
ary, that waſtes and conſumes itſelf in hi- | 
ning out before Men, that they may glorify 
their Father which is in Heaven. Never 
weary with well-doing ; he knew not what 
it was to be idle, the Time never lay upon 
his Hands, and therefore he was a Stranger 
to the Spleen, Melancholy, and imaginary 

neaſineſſes, which are often as vexatious 
as real ones. He was a remarkable Inſtance, 
hat hard Study does not always ſour a Man's 


D 2 Temper, 
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Temper, tho' Idleneſs moſt certainly does, 
the Parent of Fretfulneſs, Peeviſhneſs, and 
an Acrimony of 6 50 In Health he was 
always eaſy, becauſe never idle; always em- 
ploy'd in, but never encumber'd with Bu- 
ſineſs. He reſolved Caſes of Conſcience, he 
removed Doubts and Scruples; his Aſſiſt- 
ance was often aſked, and never, I believe, 
refuſed, when any uſeful Work of Learn- 
ing was on foot. 

What chiefly endeared him was, not that 
he had gained a compleat Victory over 
Arians and Socinians : It was, that he had 
gained (a much nobler Conqueſt) a Con- 
queſt over himſelf. For his Reaſon ſeemed 
to have got the better as much over his Paſ- 
ſions in Matters of Practice, as it had over 
his Imagination in Matters of Belief. 

I have now paid the Debt of Gratitude 
which I owed to a great and good Man of 
the cleareſt Head I ever converſed with, 
and, what. is {till more valuable, of an ho- 
neſt Heart ; who never, through Weakneſs, 

miſtook, nor through Fear, deſerted, nor, 
through Intereſt, betrayed the Cauſe of Re- 
ligion, I ſhall always reckon it my greateſſ 
Honour, that I am, in a particular Man- 
ner, obliged to him; to whom the Chri 
ſtian World in general is obliged for his ex 
cellent Works; whom I reverenced as 
Father, to whom I had Recourſe as m 


Guide, and who received me always wit 
| | tha 
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that genuine Flow of Good: nature, and 
Openneſs of Soul, which diſtinguiſhes the 
Friend. 

It is a melancholy Reflection, that who- 
ever dares vigorouſly aſſert, and ſtedfaſtly 
adhere to the Doctrines of the Church of 
England, muſt expect to be branded with 
opprobrious Terms, and decried as a Bigot. 
It will be of little Avail to him, that his 
Abilities are uncommon ; his Notions muſt 
be ſo too, to recommend them to the Vogue 
of the Age. As if ſome Men were not as 
liable to a fond Attachment, (or, what is 
the ſame Thing) Bigotry to their own ſin- 
gular Notions, ſometimes the Reſult of 
Pride and Vanity; as others are to the re- 
ceived fundamental Notions of a Prateſtant 
Church, which have ſtood the Teſt of 
Ages, ever attacked, and ever triumphant. 
Our own particular darling Tenets, by 
which we ſtand diſtinguiſhed from the Bulk 
of Chriſtians, we look upon, as our private 
Encloſures, our private Walks, in which 
we have a Property excluſive of others, and 
which we take Care to cultivate, beautify, 
and fence in againſt all Invaders : The re- 
ceived Notions, however important, we are 
more indifferent to, as the common Field, 
or publick Walks, which lie open to every 


* 


At ſuch a Juncture it cannot be | impro- 
per, however unfaſhionable it may be, to 
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bear my Teſtimony to the Merit of a Man 
who dared to think deeply and thoroughly 
for himſelf; tho' he did not think by him- 
ſelf. And give me leave to conclude his 
Character by obſerving: That a Man muſt 
have had an exceeding good, or an exceed- 
ing bad Head and Heart, who could con- 
verſe oft and long with him, without be- 


coming wiſer as to the former, and better 


as to the latter *. 

He is now far above, as indeed he was 
in his Life, the Reach of the inveterate 
Malice of little Writers ; and he needs not 
our Praiſes: He has received that Praiſe 
which is infinitely more valuable than the 
united Commendations of all created Be- 

ings, 


* Having ſo often mentioned his Clearneſs of Reaſon- 
Ing, it may not be improper to give the following Inſtance 
of it. In the Year 1714, at the Commencement, he kept 
a Divinity Act for his Batchelor of Divinity's Degrees. 
His firſt Queſtion was, Whether Arian Subſcription was 
lawful ? A Queſtion worthy of him, who had the Inte- 
grity to abhor, with a generous Scorn, all Prevarication ; 
and the Caper to ſee thro” and detect thoſe evaſive Arts, 
by which ſome would palliate their Diſingenuity. When 
Dr. James, the Profeſſor, had endeavoured to anſwer his 
Thefis, and embarraſs the Queſtion with the Dexterity of a 
Perſon long practiſed in all the Arts of a ſubtle Diſputant ; 
he immediately replied in an extempore Diſcourſe of above 
Half an Hour long, with ſuch an eaſy Flow of proper and 
ſignificant Words, and ſuch an undiſturbed Preſence of 
Mind, as if he had been reading, what he has ſince print- 
ed, The Caſe of the Arian Subſcription conſidered, and the 
Supplement to it; he unravell'd the Profeſſor's Fallacies, re- 


Anforced his own Reaſonings, and ſhew'd himſelf ſo perfect 


a Maſter of the Language, the Subject, and himſelf ; that 
all agreed, No one ever appeargd to greater Advantage. 
| T hers 


Death of Dr. WarzRLAN D. 27 


ings, the invaluable Praiſe of his great 
Creator ; Well done, thou good and faithful 


Servant : Enter thou into the Foy of thy 


Lord. It is not in our Power to defend 
Chriſtianity, as he did, by unanſwerable 
Writings : But it is in our Power, and 
ſhould be in our Inclination, to adorn it, 
as he did likewiſe, by our Lives and Con- 
verſation. 

Then in the Article of Death, when the 
Soul reflects that the next important Mo- 
ment may be deciſive of her eternal Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery, that ſhe may, in the 
twinkling of an Eye, appear unveiled at 
the dread Tribunal of Juſtice ; when, on 
theſe Conſiderations, without a great Share 
of ſupernatural Aſſiſtance, a certain Fear- 
fulneſs is apt to come upon the beſt, and an 
horrible Dread to overwhelm the worſt ; 
then may we depart in Peace, as he did, out 
of this World, in Hopes ſult of a bleſſed Im- 
mortality in the next, through the Merits 
of our Saviour. Then may we, with a vital 
Senſe of the Divine Goodneſs, bid adieu to 
all ſublunary Things: Welcome Death, to 
the Wicked the King of Terrors, but to the 


There were ſeveral Members of the Univerſity of Oxfor4 
there, who remember the great Applauſes he receiv'd, and 
the uncommon Satisfaction which he gave. He was happy 
in a firſl Opponent, one of the brighteſt Ornaments of the 
Church, and fineſt Writers of the Age, who gave full Play 
to his Abilities, and called forth all that Strength of Rea- 
ſon, of which he was Matter, 


Good 
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Good the M. efſenger of Peace ; Welcome, 
Eternity; Welcome, thou ſupreme Being, 
who, as the Source of Nature, didſt create 
and ſpeak us into Exiſtence ; who, as the 
Source of Grace, didſt make us new Crea- 
tures ; and who, as the Source of Glory, 
will advance us into Angels of Bliſs and 
Partakers of the Divine Nature. 

Then ſhall we be ſenſible, that we miſ⸗ 
call Things here; and, what we ſtile the 
Day of our Death, is, in the true Eſtimate 
of Things, our great Birth-Day, our Birth- 
Day to eternal Life. 

When the Sun ſhall be no more our Light 
by Day, neither for Brightneſs ſhall the Moon 
give Light unto us : But the Lord ſhall be 
unto us an everlaſting Light, and our God 
our Glory, Our Sun ſball no more go down, 
neither ſhall our Mom withdraw itſelf: For 
the Lord ſhall be our everlaſting Light, and 
the Days of our Mourning ſhall be ended. 

That we may enjoy ourſelves, let us be 
temperate, chaſte, moderate ; that we may 
enjoy one another, let us be benevolent, hu- 
mane, charitable ; that we may enjoy God, 
| let us be pious, devout and holy, deteſting 
4 the Vices, and deſpifins the Vanities of this 
1 World. 
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